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by a Saka king, whose people in turn yielded to another
invader. We may see in this a reference to the internecine
feuds between the various Greek kingdoms. We know
that just after Asoka conquered Kalinga the Bactrian
kingdom of Diodotus and the Parthian kingdom of Arsaces
arose; and that various Greek dynasties wrested the power
from one another. Thus the house of Eucratides, to which
Menander belonged, seized the throne from that of
Diodotus, and was ousted in turn from Gandhara by the
Sakas, They, in due course, were defeated by the Hindu
king Vikramaditya1 in 58 b.c., whose era follows that of
the Sungas. These glimpses of history we get from coins
and inscriptions, which tell us too that the Yavanas held
out in the Kabul Valley till the onward rush of the Kushanas
under Kadphises I swept them away. Their coins and an
impress on Indian art remain as their only monument,
JBut it is a noble one: many a statue survives, from
Gandhara in the north-west to Ceylon in the far south,
which seems to represent an Indian Apollo—but which is
in fact a Graeco-Indian Buddha. The great Guru has
become the greatest of the gods; and Greece has supplied
the type. Now, too, Hinduism is putting out a great effort
to set up a god as attractive, and finding in Krishna
Vagudeva, warrior and shepherd, a truer expression of her
national ideals. An early warrior, he is in the centuries just
before and just after the birth of Christ becoming first a
demigod, and then an avatar or incarnation of the Supreme.
In the interplay of these forces India, achieves a great
civilization, in spite of invading hordes of Bactnans,
Parthians or Pahlavas, and Scythians or Sakas. Perhaps
it is in the effort to win and Indianize them, as she later
won the Moguls, that her religions awake and put forth
great missionary works, retelling the story of the Buddha
in the sublime epic of Asvaghosa, the Buddhacarita,
and of Krishna in her greatest poem, the Bhagavad-gita.
These two great rival gods now become universal 'Lords of
* This is really a title 'Sun of Power': there were several rulers so called. See
Ch. v for Vikramaditya under whom the 'Nine Gems* flourished.

